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PROBLEMS OF DISTANCE EDUCATION IMPLEMENTATION AS A SELF-
LEARNING IN HIGHER EDUCATION INSTITUTIONS OF UKRAINE
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The main problems associated with the introduction of distance education in Ukraine are
analyzed in this paper. Considering the experience of distance education it has been concluded that
improvements of the legal framework of the distance education and creation of informational and
educational collaboration of universities in Ukraine are needed.
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Introduction

Education and science are the main productive forces that determine the competitiveness and
viability of any state during the post-industrial informational development of world civilization.
Analysis of professional lecturer actions shows that they have not only as educational, developing
functions, but performing a number of interrelated functions: propaedeutic, rehabilitation,
orientation, compensation and the function of socialization. Changing of paper data medium to
electronic, widespread computer networking, Internet development helped to create new
educational systems of a new generation. So more than a third part of higher educational institutions
of U.S.A. provides the opportunity to receive knowledge on the remote basis. For the EU countries
we should mention the UK, Germany, Italy and France. It is life, science and technological
development that have raised new demands for education, because it will facilitate transformation to
information society. All this leads to the need of radical modernization and introduction of new
information and communication technologies into all spheres of public life.

Objectives

There are a few remote centers of the high education appeared in Ukraine last years. We
should pay special attention to Ukrainian Institute of Information Technologies in Education of the
National Technical University "Kiev Polytechnic Institute" (NTU “KPI”), Electronic Media
Resource Center of Ukraine and Ukrainian Research and Academic Network (URAN). CMS
(content management system) and LMS (learning management system: Moodle, OLAT, ATutor,
Ilias, Claroline, Docebo, IBM Lotus LearningSpace, etc.) technologies [1] are also should be
included to the basic platforms of e-learning support. The most widespread in Ukraine became
Moodle, IBM Lotus LearningSpace, WebCT, E-learning Server become. But the level of distance
education as a self-learning in higher education does not meet current needs. Firstly, it refers to the
lack of coverage of distance learning, lack of developed distance learning courses, trained
specialists in this field. Secondly, the problem of legal, financial and organizational support that
requires the close attention of the Ministry of Education and Science of Ukraine (MES). Thirdly,
created remote courses are based on entirely different paradigms of interface, using completely
different approaches to the formation of their content [2]. Since 2008 the author has developed 2
interactive textbook and 2 distance courses for disciplines "Microcircuit technique", "Physics of
Sound" and “Computer science and information technologies” (for students of the Lugansk state
institute of culture and arts) [3-5]. Resources are certified and successfully implemented in the
educational process of several universities - East Ukrainian Vladimir Dahl National University,
Lugansk State Institute of Culture and Arts, Kharkov National University of Radio and electronics,
Ukrainian Institute of Information Technologies in Education of the NTU "KPI". The results of
scientific work were reported in 9 international conferences, awarded with the diploma of the
Institute of Innovative Technologies MES of Ukraine on the festival of pedagogical innovations and
honorary diploma of the Ministry of Education and Science of Ukraine and Academy of
Pedagogical Sciences of Ukraine at the XII International Exhibition of the Educational
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Establishments "Modern education in Ukraine — 2009". In 2010 the National Contest Committee of
the Ukraine’s Innovative Intellect Competition completed the assessment of works submitted in all
regions of Ukraine. The assessment was based on the following criteria: logical and complete
presentation, originality of the research, creativity and innovativeness, grounded and practical
conclusions and proposals, references to the experience of the countries that have solved similar
problems. Scientific work of the author has been awarded by the certificate "Modern Intellect of
Ukraine" (fig. 1).

Conclusions

There is a strong need of improvements of the legal framework for distance education,
implementation of uniform standards, development of innovative remote systems of training quality
monitoring, appropriate training of lecturers and creation of informational and educational
collaboration of universities in Ukraine, to work out the concept of adaptive e-learning methods [6-
9]. Such measures will facilitate access to education for representatives of vulnerable social classes,
handicapped persons and realization of the "lifelong education" concept.
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Fig. 1. The certificate "Modern Intellect of Ukraine — 2010"
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